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Jr. Gladiator Wednesday 6:00PM - 7:00PM and Friday 5:00PM - 6:00 PM. 
ONLY 5 SPOTS LEFT 

 

I LOVE TO WATCH YOU PLAY – THE SIX WORDS YOUR CHILD NEEDS TO 

HEAR 

By Danielle Smith -Filed Under: FAMILY, KIDS & SPORTS 

 

I was never going to be a ‘soccer mom’. (or a softball mom, or a 

baseball mom, or a basketball mom, or a football mom).  was never 

going to spend more time attending youth athletic events than I did 

doing everything else in my life. I was never going to run from the 

softball field to the soccer field to the volleyball court.  was never, 

ever, ever going to get up at 5:30 am on a Sunday to be at a 7am indoor 

soccer game. I was never going to yell and cheer and jump up and 

down in the stands of a 2nd grade soccer match as though I was at the 

World Cup (because that is undignified).I was never going to plan my 

Summer vacations around baseball and softball games and 

tournaments, or sit in the stands from 10am to 6pm. But I have. And I do. 

Because above all else, I love to watch them play.  

Anyone who knows me in any capacity is fully aware of my utter lack of 

athletic prowess. Both my seven and nine year old small people could 

take me in a race. (I’m not proud of this, but it is a fact.) I am, at 41, still 

afraid of the ball – any ball. I never learned to throw a softball, I broke 

my knee playing soccer, sprained my wrist trying out for 

volleyball and knocked out a tooth and broke fingers when 

gymnastics was ‘my sport’. Now swimming? That I can do – but 

naturally, 

 

Updates and new programs:  
 
2009 and under Academy 
Team Wednesday 6-7 and 
Friday 6- 7 
 

GSA 2010 Academy Team  
GSA’s 2009 and Under academy team will now also practice on Fridays and Wednesdays from 
6-7PM. This is an exclusive offer for those players that want to be part of Gladiator’s Academy 
team and play against other Academy teams.  To be in this program, Parents must have at least 
6 months commitment into the program. Players will practice 2 times a week; Wednesday 6-7, 
Friday 6-7. Upon Registration players will Receive the Following:1.Soccer Jersey 2.Custom 
Gladiator Pennie  3.Training Soccer Ball  4.Shorts 5.Socks  $200/Month 
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it is the one thing my children don’t do competitively. I love that they love to play. I love them 
excited and red-faced, sweaty and energized with a win, tired and frustrated by a loss, the ‘I-could-
have-done-better’ or ‘we were out-played’ etched across their small features. I don’t push them to 
play. I ask them if they want to – each and every time. Are we the family that you might hold up as 
the example of ‘over-scheduled’?  Yes.  And I’m ok with that. Why? Because amidst the teams, they 
read, they find time to play with their friends, they study hard and have wonderful grades, they get 
enough sleep, they eat well and above all, they are happy. I know this. Because I love to watch 
them play. At everything in life. We have a family rule: After each game – no critiques of their 
performance, no thoughts on how the team played or what anyone could have done better. Just 
this: I love to watch you play. 
 
I’ve seen too many kids crumble, frustrated by the game, by everything, only to be taken down by 
the people who are supposed to be dedicated to lifting them up. Don’t get me wrong, my job is to 
guide them – to help them through the good and the bad and work with them when they need to 
improve, but not when the moment is fresh. Last night we watched together, as we always do, as the 
Olympic Games kicked off. It may sound silly, but every two years I look forward to this ‘family 
time’. The opportunity for the kids to see the heart-stopping, jaw-dropping Olympic Games’ 
moments that these athletes have been training for all their lives. They are skilled. They are 
gifted. They are magnificent to watch. And we love to watch them play.  
But it all started somewhere. With a love of a sport. With a love of a game. With training and 
practice and effort and sacrifice.And someone who loved to watch them play.  
 
As someone who has been lucky enough to meet a few of this year’s competing Winter Games 
Athletes : Meryl Davis and Charlie White, Noelle Pikus-Pace, Sarah Hendrickson and Torin Yater-
Wallace, I know that there was moment that pushed them forward…something that helped to tip 
them in to the athletes they are today – was it practice? The support of family? The perfect 
teammate? An uncontainable zest for their sport? Or a little bit of all of it? From this non-athletic 
mother, from this mother who fully embraces that children can be and sometimes are over-
scheduled….begin by recognizing that whatever you decide to do with your child should be 
individual to them and not necessarily a universal, family rule. One child may be able to handle 
three activities while the other needs to focus on only one and school. And though my team days 
were restricted to high-school swimming, I am re-learning, through the eyes of a parent, the many 
life lessons to be gleaned from playing a sport. 
 
Be part of something greater than yourself – Learn to play for and with a team or on behalf of your 
school. Understand what it means to represent something bigger than you, to have other people 
trust you, rely on you. Don’t quit – you may decide this sport, this team, this game isn’t for you, but 
part of life is learning to see a commitment through. You can’t walk away the moment you are 
frustrated or not seeing the results you want. Losing is part of life – as hard as it is to learn, not 
everyone gets a trophy – not in sports and not in life. And that is ok. Learn to be proud of how hard 
you worked, of the effort you made, of the team you love. Grace in success is divine – humility, the 
ability to be humble in the face of extraordinary success is a gift and it doesn’t come without having 
been both on the winning and losing team. Experience and embrace both emotions, remember 
what it feels like as you grow both in to your sport and in to the person you will become. 
 
And finally, your small people need desperately the gift of your wisdom – they will need lifting 
when they don’t make the team, they will need to work through defeat and learn to keep their chins 
up, proud of their hard work, they will need your push when you can see past their heartache to 
their true love of the game, they will need your willingness to support them  – getting them to 
practices and games, matches and events, but above all, they will need to know that you love to 
watch them play.Do your children participate in sports? If not what do you LOVE to watch them do? 
Play an instrument? Excel on stage? Tackle a science competition? Tell them TODAY that you love 
to watch them….. 
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Calling all Gladiators!!!!!!! How far can you get in our Gladiator 
Challenge?? To move on to another level, Gladiators must do 50 of 
each move before they can move on to the next level. Can you 
beat all five levels in one day??? 
 
If so You are ready for the next Challenge. Can you follow Ari and 
Cat?  
 
Gladiators never give up and never stop learning! Gladiators 
always look for more challenges, and if you beat all 5 levels and 
followed Ari and Cat, you are ready for our advanced soccer 
moves. How far can you get???? 

Checklist Monday Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  Sunday 
Level 1        
Level 2        
Level 3        
Level 4        
Level 5        
Ari and Cat        
Advanced soocer 
moves  

       

 

Gladiator Weekly Challenge 

https://www.gladiatorsocceracademy.com/homework 
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Become a Gladiator  
Registration is now open for New Programs. To register 
sign up online and bring a completed registration form 
found on the website 
https://www.gladiatorsocceracademy.com/register 

Gladiatorsocceracademy.com  

Gladiator Soccer Academy Ages 9-12  
Learn Soccer the Gladiator Way! 
Gladiator Soccer Academy's revolutionary new training method is the first of its kind in the world. At GSA we want no 
player to get left behind! To achieve this every player in the academy gets 1 hour a week of semi-private lessons. This 
is a weekly session which a maximum of 4 players attend the session each week. In doing this we can maximize the 
attention each player gets from the coach. Each week players get three sessions. Two sessions are with their team. The 
last sessions is the semi-private session. Throughout the week coaches have a chance to see what part of the exercise a 
player is struggling with. The Semi-private sessions allows coaches to work with players in smaller environments on 
what they struggled on during the weeks training session.  
Price $250/ Month  

 

Segev Rabinoviz  
Segev.rabinoviz@gmail.com 
(647) 981 – 7169  

Jr.  Gladiator Soccer Academy ages 5-8 
Learn Soccer the Gladiator Way!  
At GSA we understand that Kids are involved in other activities. As a result 
we have created our beginners Academy program. This program is for families 
who are still looking to receive GSA unique semi-private lessons but have 
other commitments as well. During the week players will receive one team 
practice session along with one semi-private lesson with a max of 5 
players.  This program is for players who will NOT be playing against other 
academies  
Price: $160/ Month  

Contact  Us 

GSA 2009 +2010 Academy Team NEW Starting DEC 1st  

GSA’s 2009 and Under academy team will now also practice on Fridays and Wednesdays from 
6-7PM. This is an exclusive offer for those players that want to be part of Gladiator’s Academy 
team and play against other Academy teams.  To be in this program, Parents must have at least 
6 months commitment into the program. Players will practice 2 times a week; Wednesday 6-7, 
Friday 6-7. Upon Registration players will Receive the Following: 
1.Soccer Jersey 
2.Custom Gladiator Pennie  
3.Training Soccer Ball  
4.Shorts  
5.Socks 


